
The Bird Project  
2008-2009 

by the children of the Orange Room 
with the help of their teachers,  
Mrs. Carlson, Mrs. Darin, and  

Mrs. Weinberg 
 



Syler begins to 
draw which in turn 
inspires Natalie.  
Mrs. Darin shares 
their drawings 
with the class. 

The project begins 
with interest in a 
little blue bird 
house  the 
children find in 
the classroom. 



The teachers place 
toy birds that make 
sound in the big 
blocks as a 
provocation. 

Another day, the teachers 
hang the bird house and wait 
for the children to notice. 



The children wonder  
why the birds are 
coming.  They decide to 
use birdseed and make a 
plan. 



After laying out 
a path of 
birdseed, they 
open the 
Orange Room 
door and then 
hide while they 
wait for the 
birds to come in. 

At rugtime, the class discusses why they 
think the birds didn’t come in.  They begin 
to problem-solve. “Maybe we should put the 
birdseed outside!” they propose. 



Ethan brings in a bag of 
birdseed to share with the 
class.  Since it’s February, the 
teachers suggest making 
Valentine’s for the birds. 

We hang them up in the 
bushes outside our 
room and watch. 
 
A chickadee comes!!! 



In the 
meantime, we 
explore nests… 

We put more birdseed out 
and continue to watch. 



and continue to  draw… 

and then make our own nests. 



We also 
continue 
to play… 

and watch! 



Syler makes 
a sign to 
attract the 
birds and 
we make 
more bird 
feeders. 

And we 
watch! 



The squirrels eat 
our feeders but so 
do the birds.  
Look!  A junco! 

Mrs. Lowery, our art teacher, 
helps us make our own 
binoculars.  We see a 
woodpecker at our feeder! 



The children 
decide the birds 
need water 
along with their 
food. 

They continue to write 
stories and share them 
at rugtime. 



The teachers provide props 
for nest building and the 
dramatic play explodes. 



Teachers and children are 
constantly checking the 
bird book to identify new 
birds as they appear out 
the classroom window. 



The teachers plan a field trip to visit a 
red-tailed hawk nest sculpture in Ft. 
Sheridan.  Many parents join them. 



The nest sculpture is HUGE!  And 
there are gigantic eggs inside!  The  
children  pretend to be eggs that 
hatch into hungry hawk babies. 



Back at school, the children 
continue to play out their 
growing understanding of 
birds. 



Ethan and Ethan make a 
bird feeder for the seed 
Ethan brought.  Look!  A 
chickadee! 



Mrs. Lowery, the art teacher, begins working 
with clay with the children.  She teaches them 
how to pinch clay to make a bird.  Each child 
chooses his/her favorite bird to recreate, using 
bird books as resources. 



Creating a tree for our 
watercolor birds 



The children begin to use the bird identification book more and more.  
When they see a new bird, shouts of “GET THE BIRD BOOK” can be heard 
throughout the classroom. 



Children help each other draw. 

Their pictures get more 
detailed and elaborate. 



Courtney shares a picture of a robin’s nest she 
discovered in her playhouse at home. 



The teachers present the 
children with an assortment of 
recyclables and ask the 
children if they could make 
something for the birds—an 
exercise in problem-solving! 



The children make 
feeders, bird baths, and 
other “toys” for  the birds 
and put them outside the 
classroom window. 





As a culminating activity, the class 
invites parents to a Bird Project 
Celebration to see their work and 
to engage in bird related activities. 



Parents play a bird identification game 
that the children helped to create. 

A display of wonderful bird stories 



A display of the children’s 
recyclable creations 



Making a box for nesting 
material with Daddy 

Sharing bird books 
with our families 



Singing “The 
Woodpecker” song 
for our families 

Enjoying a yummy 
“bird’s nest” dessert 



The Bird Project comes to an end after several months.  
This authentic learning opportunity has allowed the 
children to question, explore, discover, reflect, create, 
collaborate, and build knowledge together.  What a 
wonderful foundation for future learning! 


